
EXAMPLES OF CLEAR AND CONFUSING DIRECTIONS 
 

Read these examples and notice what makes the clear directions “clear” and what makes the confusing 
directions “confusing”. 

 
 

CLEAR CONFUSING 
 
 
 

 
 

Writing your Name on a Piece of Paper 
 
First, get out a piece of paper. 
Next, find a pencil and hold it in your writing hand. 
Last, write your name at the top of the piece of paper. 
 
 

 
Blowing Your Nose 

 
First, get a piece of tissue. 
Then, put the tissue up to your nose with both hands. 
Finally, blow your nose into the tissue. 
 
 
 

 
Turn Off the Classroom Light 

 
First, go to the light switch for the classroom light. 
Second, clutch the light switch with your fingers. 
Last, firmly move the switch in the opposite direction. 
 
 
 

 
 

Writing your Name on a Piece of Paper 
 
Look for some paper. 
Go to the top of it. 
Put your name on it. 
 
 
 

Blowing Your Nose 
 
Find something to blow your nose with. 
Put it in your hands. 
Then blow. 
 
 
 

 
Turn Off the Classroom Light 

 
Go to where the light goes off and on. 
Hold your hand up. 
Turn the light off. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


