
Examples of Earthquake 
Damage Due to Ground 

Shaking



SL_H EQ-5

Ancient depiction of 
damage from the 62 AD 
earthquake in Pompeii



SL_H EQ-6

Ancient depiction of 
damage from the 62 AD 
earthquake in Pompeii



A 3.1

18th century 
woodcut depicting 

the aftermath of 
the 1755 

earthquake in 
Lisbon, Portugal 



San Francisco April 18th, 1906
(21 feet lateral displacement)1906 San Francisco, CA

earthquake (est. M 7.8)



AL_EQ-9

1964 Alaskan earthquake (M 8.5) –
damage from ground shaking



1971 San Fernando Valley, 
CA Earthquake

(M 6.6)



St_SF_EQ-1

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – active faults in the 

Los Angeles region 

Epicenter



St_SF_EQ-5

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – San Fernando 

Valley 



St_SF_EQ-6

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage from 
ground shaking (note time on clock) 



St_SF_EQ-39

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – Rayleigh waves 
crossing a field during an aftershock 



St_SF_EQ-8

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-10

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-11

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-13

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-26

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-28

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-33

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – hospital damaged 

by ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-34

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – hospital damaged 

by ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-36

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – hospital damaged 

by ground shaking 



St_SF_EQ-32

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



PSGJ 19.15

1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



Gallery Fig 3, pg. 107

PTH G.3

Damage from the 1971 San Fernando 
Valley, CA earthquake



1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



1971 San Fernando Valley, CA 
earthquake (M 6.6) – damage due to 

ground shaking 



1985 Mexico City Earthquake
(M 8.1)



NGDC_MC-4

1985 Mexico City earthquake (M 8.1) –
damage from ground shaking



NGDC_MC-6

1985 Mexico City earthquake (M 8.1) –
damage from ground shaking



NGDC_MC-10

1985 Mexico City earthquake (M 8.1) –
damage from ground shaking



NGDC_MC-11

1985 Mexico City earthquake (M 8.1) –
damage from ground shaking



KB 2.19b

1985 Mexico City earthquake (M 8.1) –
damage from ground shaking



PSGJ 19-opening

1985 Mexico City earthquake (M 8.1) –
damage from ground shaking
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