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The Presidents Report

As we look forward to ASMOSIA’s 10th anniversary
which will be celebrated at our fifth meeting, a gala
affair hosted by the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston,
we can take stock of where we are and where we came
from.

At our first meeting, sponsored by the NATO
science programs at Il Ciocco in Tuscany, 50 adventur-
ous souls came to what turned out to be a very historic
week. This was the first time for most that archaeolo-
gists and archaeometrists actually sat down and talked
to each other. Many had experienced the sterile
meetings of the past, organized by archaeological
societies which allowed a condescending session on
Science in Archaeology, and scientific societies whose
meetings were scrupulously avoided by archaeologists
and museum people.

At 1l Ciocco we finally compared notes, discussed
what the important problems were in archaeology and
for collections and found scientists interested who had
the means to solve these problems. With each succeed-
ing meeting, new research applications were devised,

- techniques that had been standard in geochemistry
now were routinely applied to archaeological and art
historical materials.

Each volume of meeting transactions published has
become a standard reference. Each is a landmark
whose influence has spread far beyond our member-
ship. Science in Archaeology sessions are now rare at
archaeological meetings. Scientific information has
taken its place as important for archaeologists and
museumn people, and, mirabile dictu, is actually taken
as seriously, or more so, than the once omnipotent gut
feeling of art historians.

ASMOSIA 5 will be a historic event. About 80
papers will be given on marble and other stones orally
or by poster representing both the Old and New
Worlds, as well as many time periods from prehistoric
on. There should be at least 100 attendees, double the
number that came to ASMOSIA 1. Membership during
that time has increased about 6-fold, from 50 to almost
300 today.

As for the shining future of our society: make your
plans now to come to ASMOSIA 6, which will take
place in Venice in the fall of 2000, and then ASMOSIA
7 at the British Museum in the spring of 2002!!

See you in Boston!
Norman Herz

President
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Mark Edmonds, 1997, Stone tools and society: working
stone in Neolithic and Bronze Age Britain. Routledge,
208 pp.

Brian M. Fagan, ed., 1996, Eyewitness to Discovery:
First-person accounts of more than fifty of the world’s
greatest archaeological discoveries. Oxford, 493 pp.

M. D. & R. Higgins, 1996, A Geological companion to
Greece and the Aegean. Cornell University Press, 240
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Geoarchaeology 13, 73-91.

J. Capel, E. Reyes, A. Delgado, R. Nunez and F. Molina,
1998, Paleoclimatic identification based on an isotopic
study of travertine from the Copper Age site at Los
Millares, southeastern Spain. Archaeometry 40, 177-
185.

C. Flugel, E. Flugel, M. Joachimski and U. Wagner,
1997, Auerberg Black Fabric - An Archaeological and
Archaeometric Approach to Roman rough ware. Rei
Cretariae Romanae Fautorum Acta 35, 85-88.

C. Flugel, M. Joachimski and E. Flugel, 1997, Romische
keramik mit marmormagerung: herkunftsbestimmung
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Suddeutschland). Archologisches Korrespondenzblatt
27, heft 2, Romisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums,
Mainz, 265-284.

E. Flugel & E. Flugel-Kahler, 1997, Der rote
Korallenkalk in der Hethiter-Mauer von Bogazky
(Anatolien): Mikrofazies und Herkunft. Geol. Bl. NO-
Bayern 47, Erlangen, 321-338.

G. T. Jones, D. G. Bailey & C. Beck, 1997, Source
Provenance of Andesite artefacts using non-destructive
XREF analysis. Journal of Archaeological Science 24,
929-943.

L. M. Mallory-Greenough, J. D. Greenough &J. V.
Owen, 1998, Provenance of temper in a Kingdom
Egyptian Pottery sherd: evidence from the petrology
and mineralogy of basalt fragments. Geoarchaeology
13, 391-410.

M. S. Shackley, 1998, Gamma rays, x-rays and stone
tools: some recent advances in archaeological
geochemistry. Journal of Archaeological Science 25,
259-270.




D. Tenorio, A. Cabral, P. Bosch, M. Jimnez & S.
Bulbulian, 1998, Differences in coloured obsidians
from Sierra de Pachuca, Mexico. Journal of Archaeo-
logical Science 25, 229-234.

J. Truncer, M. D. Glascock and H. Neff, 1998, Steatite
source characterization in eastern North America: new
results using instrumental neutral activation analysis.
Archaeometry 40, 23-44.

G. A. Zielinski & M. S. Germani, 1998, New Ice-core
evidence challenges the 1620s BC age for the Santorini
{Minoan) eruption. Journal of Archaeological Science
25, 279-289. Composition of the glass in the ice core
corresponding to the 1628/27 tree ring date does not
match the composition of glass from Santorini nor
does it match any other volcanic glass from other
eruptions. :

Communications

The Full list of Speakers and paper abstracts for the 97
Theoretical Archaeology Group Conference are now
all online and linked to a TAG newsgroup (for those
wishing to discuss or who are unable to attend).
Details can be found on the main page at: http://
csweb.bournemouth.ac.uk/consci/tag97/

Calendar (*=new items or information)

1998

May 15-16. International Colloquium: La Loire et les
Fleuves de la Gaulle Romaine et des Regions Voisines:
Navigation, Commerce, Installations Portuaires,
Orleans. Information Dr. Robert Bedon, Centre Andre-
Piganiol, Universite de Limoges, Departement de
Latin, Faculte des Letires, 39E rue Camilie-Gurin,
F87036 Limoges, France.

June 10-15. ASMOSIA 5, Boston

*Oct 26-29. Geological Society of America Annual
Meeting, Toronto. Information: Geological Society of
America P.O.Box 9140, Boulder, CO80301-9140; http://
www.geosociety.org,

1999

Jan 10-14. World Archaeology Congress 4, Cape Town.
Contact: Carolyn Ackermann, WAC4 Congress Secre-
tariat, P.O. Box 44503, Claremont 7735 South Africa.
email: wac4@globalconf.co.za; http:/ /www.uct.ac.za/
depts/age/wac
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